



UNIT 8. Means of communication.
Lesson 1, ex. 2b

Key: 

telephone – 1876;  

radio, X-ray – 1895; 

television – 1884-1927; 

the computer and the Internet  – 1969-1991.
Lesson 2, ex. 1b, 1c

There once was a young man called Brett

Who would spend his free time on the Net.

He stayed home all alone – 

No TV and no phone, 

A computer mouse - his only pet.

Lesson 2, ex. 2a
Key: A – 5 (who); B – 1(who); C – 2 (who); D – 3 (which); E – 4 (who). 

Guglielmo Marconi - [ɡʊ'lIəlməʊ mɑː'kəʊnI]
Antonio Meucci [ən'təʊniəʊ 'mjuːtʃi]
Lesson 3, ex. 1a

Key:

A – radio; B – a fire (signal); C – smoke signals; D – ship’s flags; E – television; F – telegraph; G – domesticated pigeons; H – writing (messages) on stone; I – cave drawings; J – Morse’s Symbol code, where every letter and number has a special code (point, line and space); K – drums; L – snail mail; M – telephone. 
Lesson 3, ex. 1b, ex. 4b
What means of communication is missing in ex. 1a? – Key:  Story-telling. 

Help box

Chinese Whispers – usually a game = испорченный телефон
BC – Before Christ (до нашей эры)
Persia – ['pɜrʒə] or ['pɜrʃə] is the same as Iran; the name ‘Persia’ had been used before 1935. Today the two names are used in cultural contexts, but politically – only Iran.
Susa (Persian: شوش‎ Shush [ʃuʃ]; Greek: Σοῦσα ['su׃sa] - was an ancient city of the Elamite, Persian and Parthian empires of Iran. It is located in the lower Zagros Mountains about 250 km (160 mi) east of the Tigris River, between the Karkheh and Dez Rivers.

The modern Iranian town of Shush is located at the site of ancient Susa. Shush is the administrative capital of the Shush County of Iran's Khuzestan province. It had a population 64,960 in 2005. (from Wikipedia) 

Sardis ['sɑːrdis]was an ancient city at the location of modern Sart (Sartmahmut before 19 October 2005) in Turkey's Manisa Province. Sardis was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia, one of the important cities of the Persian Empire. (from Wikipedia)
Tapescript
Communication is the ability to share information. We need communication in every sphere of our life: family, school, friends, work, business, medicine, sport, entertainment…  
The word ‘telecommunication’ comes from Greek and means ‘communication at a distance’. Now it is a general term for systems or technologies that are used in sending and receiving messages over a distance electronically. Mobile and satellite phones, radio, television and networks are a few examples of telecommunication. It is sometimes hard to realize that your computer began with primitive and even ancient forms of telecommunication.    

There was a time when cave drawings were painted on the walls of caves and canyons to tell the story of people’s culture. But real communication began with language. Story-telling was used to tell stories before there were books. Town criers shouted their messages across short open spaces. People ran to deliver messages faster. When running with a message, to deliver it in spoken form, it is safer to do it oneself. Sending anyone else is unreliable, as the game of Chinese whispers demonstrates. So a system of writing was necessary. When writing appeared, messages on stone columns communicated very well across time, but they were an inefficient method of communication across space. The system became more efficient when it was the message that travelled. People ran with the written messages, rode horses to save time. For example, the network of Persian roads in the 5th century BC made communication faster and more reliable. New men and fresh horses were available at posting stations. A message could travel the full distance of the road from Susa to Sardis (3200 km) in ten days. What helped to make communication even more efficient was the Aramaic language as a Lingua Franca used in Ancient Persia.  

There were forms of long-distance communication not based on words. The smoke signals used by American Indians are of this kind. So are fires which usually meant ‘danger’ or ‘victory’. Drums in the jungles of Africa and Asia were one way to send signals to neighbouring groups. Ancient Egypt was the first country where birds - domesticated pigeons were used for sending messages. Genghis Khan saw their potential and pigeons carried news of each new victory to his homeland in Mongolia. Ship’s flags and semaphores – mechanical devices on towers - were other forms of telecommunication. 

The true ‘jump’ came with the electricity leading to the telegraph and signal lamps. 1843 was the year when Samuel Morse proposed a way to give every letter and number a special code (point, line and space). It was Morse’s Symbol code, which we can still find used today. 

Seven years later, Antonio Meucci and Graham Bell independently managed to build an early telephone. Since Meucci didn’t have the money to patent his invention (the cost was $250 at the time), it was Bell who managed to register it first. 
Many other innovations were soon to come: in 1895 Guglielmo Marconi invented the ‘wireless telegraph’ – radio. Alexander Popov from Russia whose invention of the radio came before Marconi’s, did not patent it.     

 In 1923, television was invented, in 1947 the invention of transistors gave birth to the field of electronics, in 1969 the first microprocessor was invented. The rest of the story is widely known: in 1983, the military project Arpanet became available to universities and research centres, which finally gave birth to the Internet. Email began to take place of snail mail. 

In short, telecommunication has come a long way from cave paintings and smoke signals to radio waves traveling to other plants. 

Maybe someday, all we will have to do is to think, and it will be done for us ... 
Only the future will tell... after all, hundreds of years ago no one would have dreamed of all the things we have today.
Lesson 3, ex. 2c
People ran to (1) deliver messages faster. When running with a message, to deliver it in spoken form, it is safer to do it oneself. Sending anyone else is (2) unreliable, as the game of Chinese whispers demonstrates. So a system of writing was necessary. When writing appeared, messages on stone columns (3) communicated very well across time, but they were an (4) inefficient method of communication across space. The system became more efficient when it was the message that travelled. People ran with the written messages, rode horses to save time. For example, the network of Persian roads in the 5th century BC made communication faster and more (5) reliable. New men and fresh horses were (6) available at posting stations. A message could travel the full distance of the road from Susa to Sardis (3200 km) in ten days. What helped to make communication even more (7) efficient was the Aramaic language as a (8) Lingua Franca used in Ancient Persia.  
Lesson 3, ex. 3
1. Now it is a general term for systems or technologies that are used in sending and receiving messages over a distance electronically.
2. There was a time when cave drawings were painted on the walls of caves and canyons to tell the story of people’s culture.
3. So are fires which usually meant ‘danger’ or ‘victory’.
4. Ancient Egypt was the first country where birds - domesticated pigeons were used for sending messages.
5. 1843 was the year when Samuel Morse proposed a way to give every letter and number a special code (point, line and space). 
6. It was Morse’s Symbol code, which we can still find used today. 
7. It was Bell who managed to register it first. 
8. Alexander Popov from Russia whose invention of the radio came before Marconi’s, did not patent it.     
9. In 1983, the military project Arpanet became available to universities and research centres, which finally gave birth to the Internet.
Lesson 4, ex. 1

Daytime Television 

A newspaper reporter was writing a story about prison life and was interviewing one of the prisoners. "Do you watch much television here?"

"Only the daytime shows," the prisoner said. "At night we're locked in our cells and don't see any television."

"That's too bad," the reporter said, "But I do think it is nice that the warden lets you watch TV in the daytime."

"What do you mean, nice?" the inmate said. "That's part of the punishment."

Lesson 6, ex. 2a, ex. 3
One day I was standing in line at the local department store. There was a teenage girl in front of me talking on her mobile. As I was in my mid forties, it brought back memories of communications between friends when I was that age.

We had one phone in our house. It was not only wired to the wall, it was on the wall and had a very short cord. In other words, the only "roaming" allowed was within three feet – one metre only. If you wanted to call someone, you stood facing the phone to dial the number.

Once you made the connection to your friend you had to be careful what you said and how long you said it because this was a "party" line. (For those who don't remember, the word "party" refers to several neighbours having to share the same phone line, not a happy wonderful celebration for some occasion.) You never knew if one or more neighbours were listening as all they had to do is pick up their receiver to eavesdrop on your conversation. Also, if one of them wished to use the phone they could break into your call at any time. Back then teenage conversations weren’t so important. Any adult wanting the line could interrupt you.

Unfortunately, there were no other options for communicating. There were no personal computers, no internet, no e-mail, no text messaging or chat rooms. That landline telephone was all we had. I couldn't help thinking how things had changed in the short thirty years since I was a teenager.

Being a polite person, I turned away from the girl in front of me so as not to hear her conversation. As I slowly turned I noticed a teenage girl in line behind me. Not surprisingly, she too was talking on her mobile. Still trying to avoid eavesdropping, I turned sideways trying not to listen to either of them.

You see, I'm old enough to control my behaviour but not old enough to have poor hearing. I could not help hearing their conversation. Both girls were talking about school. Both were talking about teachers they found difficult. A name was said by both which I couldn't quite understand but which sounded the same. I was surprised to hear how similar their conversations were until I realized they were talking to each other!...Now I couldn’t help laughing!

Lesson 8, ex. 2d
What we need to know is whether new means of communication will be available in the future and whether they will change the quality of our life. We don’t know what can be invented in 10, 20 or 50 years from now.

It is always possible that new ways of keeping in touch will appear and replace the old ones. Though it seems as if everything has already been created, inventors surprise us with new gadgets every year.

Sometimes we take it for granted that our life is becoming more and more comfortable and successful with all the new means of communication and new devices – plasma TVs, portable computers, wireless Internet and smart phones. When we think about the future, we imagine something really revolutionary like time travel or telepathy. The question is whether new technologies will be just fads or whether they will improve our communication seriously.  

But the thing that worries many of us most is what we are going to do about the changes that all these new inventions bring along and how they will affect our lives. It appears that there is a contradiction between the advantages of new technologies and the disadvantages we can’t help noticing. If we don’t do anything about aggression-promoting TV programmes, Internet and mobile phone addictions today, it might be too late tomorrow.
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